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The ability to protect and develop intellectual prop-
erty - IP Commercialization - is key for enterprises
around the world to serve their respective societies

and provide social and economic progress

Successful IP commercialization happens when IP, inno-
vation, and entrepreneurship act in concert and its impact
multiplies manyfold in driving the growth of a knowl-
edge-based economy.

To better address this issue, the need was felt to establish
an IP Commercialization Committee (IPCC) which was
set up at the C89 Council meeting in November 2020.

The IPCC’s goals are to consider and advise on all ques-
tions pertaining to, or connected with, IP commercial-

ization including but not limited to matters such as IP
valuation and monetarization, portfolio optimization,
assignment of IP rights and licensing matters.

To this end, two working groups were formed, one of
which focuses on licensing education and certification
for European Patent Attorneys, and the other of which
deals with facilitation of licensing.

Working Group Licensing 
Education and Certification

European Patent Attorneys (EPAs) undergo extensive
training and examination to develop the necessary com-
petencies for preparing, filing and prosecuting European
patents. This highly specialized skillset provides them
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with a unique insight into the strengths, weaknesses
and potential uses of these intellectual property rights
(IPRs).

However, patents only have value if they are exploited,
typically by commercializing the products they protect or
through licensing. Whilst training is available for the com-
mercialization of patents and other IPRs, it is normally
focused on particular aspects of commercialization and
often not directed to EPAs.

The aim of this working group is to establish a certificate
in commercialization. The main topics that will be covered
by the certification include patent strategy, licensing, eval-
uation and valuation.

Members of the working group are currently investigating
existing training programs, with a view to incorporating
aspects of these programs into the curriculum for certifi-
cation. The working group is also liaising with the Profes-
sional Education Committee (PEC) to incorporate the cer-
tification program into the institute’s education framework.

The intention of this certification is not to provide the
accredited individual with the competencies necessary
to prepare licenses or conduct valuations. Rather, it is
intended to demonstrate the knowledge required to con-
tribute effectively, with the EPA’s unique insight, in a
professional team carrying out such activities.

Working Group Facilitation of Licensing

This working group was established aiming to identify
the EU priorities concerning patent licenses and com-
mercialization strategies. Its first task is the critical review
of the EU action plan concerning Compulsory Licensing
and Standard Essential Patents (SEP’s). 

The emphasis of the EU plan is on achieving high trans-
parency, predictability and legal certainty for groups
of patents forming a technical standard necessary for
the development of specific fields of technology. The
declaration, licensing, enforcement and litigation of
SEP’s are currently attracting great interest because of
the technological developments in many fields, such
as IoT and automotive connectivity. Since these are
tasks involving patent attorneys, the subcommittee is
actively involved in educating EPA’s with the necessary
knowledge and skills. The working group also intends
to collaborate with the Litigation Committee on these
tasks.

In addition, the members of
the subcommittee are work-
ing on the position of the EU
action plan to enforce a
“rapid pooling of critical IP in
times of crisis system“ mean-
ing a European Compulsory
Licensing. Until now this was
only handled by National Law
of the member states and
this might cause an opposi-
tion by the pharmaceutical
sector.

Finally, the working group
will attempt to establish and
promote EU funding initia-
tives for research and devel-
opment competitive pro-
grammes on the IPR sector
and will prepare European
Patent Attorneys with the
necessary skills.

Florian Stöckle

Konstantinos Vavekis

Nächster Redaktionsschluss 
für epi Information

Next deadline 
for epi Information

Prochaine date limite 
pour epi Information 

Bitte senden Sie Ihre Beiträge zur Ver-
öffentlichung in der nächsten Aus-
gabe der epi Information an den
Redaktionsausschuss. Alle Artikel oder
Anfragen schicken Sie bitte an fol-
gende Email Adresse 
editorialcommittee@patentepi.org
bis spätestens 10. Mai 2021.

Weitere Informationen finden Sie in
unseren „Guidelines for Authors“ auf
der epi Webseite: 
https://patentepi.org/r/guidelines-
epi-info

The Editorial Committee invites contri-
butions for publication in the next issue
of epi Information. Documents for
publication or any enquiry should be
sent by eMail to (editorialcommittee
@patentepi.org) no later than 
10 May 2021. 

Further information can be found in
our “Guidelines for Authors” here:
https://patentepi.org/r/guidelines-
epi-info

La Commission de Rédaction vous invite
à lui faire parvenir vos contributions pour
publication dans le prochain numéro
d'epi Information. Les documents pour
publication ou toute demande d'infor-
mation doivent être envoyés par courriel
(editorialcommittee@patentepi.org)
au plus tard le 10 mai 2021. 

De plus amples informations sont dis-
ponibles dans nos « Directives pour les
auteurs » à l'adresse :
https:// patentepi.org/r/guidelines-
epi-info


